
 

Welcome to AP English Language and Composition! 
 

We are so excited for what next year has in store in AP Lang.  Contained in this packet is all the 
information you need to know about your summer reading homework, and what you can 
expect in August.   This course, due to our non-fiction and rhetorical focus, is structured very 
differently than the English classes you might be used to, but we know you are up for the 
challenge.  Don’t get overwhelmed.   We will spend the first two weeks when we return 
reviewing the summer reading assignment and setting a strong foundation of rhetorical 
analysis for the school year.  You’ve got this! It’s going to be a great year! 
 

To set the scene a bit, according to College Board, “The AP English Language and Composition 
course focuses on the development and revision of evidence-based analytic and argumentative 
writing and the rhetorical analysis of non-fiction texts.”  Sounds fun, right!? ☺ One of the best 
ways that we can prepare you for the class over the summer is to make sure we have some 
common language when it comes to the art of persuasion.  That’s why our summer reading 
selection is chapters 1-13 and chapters 19-25 of Thank You for Arguing Third Edition by 
Jay Heinrichs (ISBN #: 978-0804189934).  Please note: we will cover other selected chapters 
in class together, but for the sake of summer reading, we are skipping chapters 14-18. 
 

The book perfectly “front loads” fundamental information essential to understanding the 
complexities of rhetoric.  Please make sure you purchase the third edition (Published: 
2017).  This book has been specifically revised with the AP Lang student in mind.   Heinrichs 
consistently uses “pop culture” and engaging entertainment mediums to make rhetoric 
applicable to students’ lives. He references historical rhetoric, both old and new, in order to 
reveal how rhetorical communication shapes history.  The reading level is applicable to a high 
school or early college level, but Heinrichs uses a dry, humorous voice, appealing to his 
audience.  Please note there are several text boxes in each chapter that need to be read in 
conjunction with the text.  These important boxes will provide you with insight on specific 
rhetorical techniques and alert you when Heinrichs is employing them in his own writing! 
 

While there are a few references that may seem a bit controversial (e.g. using seduction as a 
technique to persuade, a few more mature current event references), these passages are brief 
and are not meant to be taken literally.  Heinrichs is simply saying that language can be used as 
a tool to entice an audience.  If there is any concern about the content of this selection or any of 
the books on our reading list, please feel free to contact us. 
 

In addition to reading and annotating the chapters, you will also need to complete the Thank 
You For Arguing questions and the application paragraph, both of which are outlined in the 
following pages. These are due Friday, August 21st (the second Friday of the school year). 
Please email us if you have any questions.  We are really looking forward to meeting you (or 
having some of you in class for the second time)!  Enjoy your summer, and we’ll see you in 
class!  
 

Ms. Spence and Ms. Williams 
Katie.Spence@HumbleISD.net  

Sara.Williams@HumbleISD.net  
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mailto:Sara.Williams@HumbleISD.net


 

Annotating Texts 
Annotating Thank You for Arguing as you read will help focus your attention and help 
you retain the information.  Instructions are provided here regarding how to do that. 

 

In this course, we will read a variety of texts—mostly essays and other works of nonfiction. 
Many of these will be short, but complex, and they will require close reading and analysis to 
arrive at true understanding. What we are looking at, really, is the use of rhetoric.  RHETORIC is 
the art of effective writing or speaking and tailoring the words to most effectively reach a 
specific audience. 
 

Think about the difference in how you speak to your parents versus how you speak to your 
friends. Even if you are trying to communicate the same topic, you choose your words and 
phrasing differently depending on who is listening. This shows your ability to understand 
rhetoric, even if you didn’t know to call it that.  Different audiences call for a different approach. 
 

When you ANNOTATE a text, you are really showing that you’ve recognized the choices an 
author has made—whether it be the choice of using a specific word with an appropriate 
connotation or the choice to include a vivid image to have a desired emotional effect—and 
there are SO many more choices that can be made! 
 

As you read the assigned chapters of Thank You for Arguing, mark it up!  Interact with the text. 
Ask questions, highlight, underline, create symbols for yourself identifying key concepts.  While 
there are many ways to annotate, here are some key components. 
 

The Process of Close Reading and Annotating: 
 

1. Read the text, identifying a purpose and a specific audience. Your audience CANNOT 
be “general population.” Ask yourself questions such as: 
           a.) Does the audience agree/disagree with this speaker? 
           b.) Does the speaker assume that the audience has specific background knowledge? 
           c.) Is the speaker trying to get the audience to do something? Who would do it? 
 
2. Mark words, phrases, figurative language, etc. that indicate the author doing a good job 
of talking to THAT audience. 
 
3. Mark words, phrases, figurative language, etc. that indicate the author trying to have an 
emotional effect on that audience. 
 
4. Mark words, phrases, etc. that indicate the author trying to have a logical effect. 
 
5. Mark words, phrases, etc. that indicate the author trying to prove him/herself as worthy 
or trustworthy as a speaker with the identified purpose. 
 

When you ANNOTATE, you mark the text (underline, circle, point to, highlight, etc.), then, in 
the margins, comment one why you’ve marked it. DO NOT simply mark the text, then not 
comment on WHY you marked it.  Be on the lookout for bolded terms and concepts. 
 

 



 

Thank You for Arguing Application Questions 
Questions 1-8 are worth 10 pts each.  This assignment is due Friday, August 21st. 
 

1.) Chapter 1: Your Rhetorical Day: Write your own rhetorical day in the style of this chapter, 
taking us through the various persuasions happening around you. 

 

2.) Chapter 2: Pick a short argument to make and write it 3 different ways—first just to 
change your audience’s mood, second to change audience members’ minds, and third, their 
willingness to act. 

 

3.) Chapter 4: What is your ethos? Before you speak, how do people generally perceive you? 
As you speak, what assumptions do you think people make about you? What do people’s 
perceptions about you help you to do and hinder you from doing? 

 

4.) Chapter 6: : In exactly four sentences, write your personal constitution, a statement of the 
person you want to be; however, write it strictly in terms of the values you embody. Do not 
write specifics, such as goals achieved, specific actions, or others’ perceptions of you.  Stick 
to the development of  your values and virtue, as exemplified in this chapter. 

 

5.) Chapter 9: Write a brief argument using the simplest language possible. What feeling does 
this create? Go simpler by using only three-word sentences. What tone does brevity 
create? 

 

6.) Chapter 10: While typically avoided in other types of writing, according to this chapter 
why might passive voice be helpful in certain situations?  Write an argument statement in 
two ways - one in active and one in passive voice.  Which is more effective?  Why? 

 

7.) Chapter 11: Why must you keep the motivations of your audience in mind when trying to 
persuade them?  Select a common debate topic and discuss how you might change your 
rhetorical approach depending on the audience you are speaking to. 

 

8.) Chapter 13: Select an argument that you present in three different formats: fact, 
comparison, and story.  In your opinion, which is the most effective?  Why might you use 
these different approaches to the same topic? 

 

Thank You for Arguing Application Paragraph 
(Paragraph is worth 20 points total.)  

 

After reading the “Advanced Offense” section (Chapters 19-25),  select three of the strategies that 
Heinrichs mentions as powerful persuasive techniques.  (Hint: Look for the bolded words or read 
over  the “Tools” section for ideas!)  Choose one of the starred debate topics below.  Create a 
persuasive paragraph (minimum 8 sentences) that takes a stance on this issue, being sure to 
showcase application of your three chosen strategies within that argument.  
 

In addition to actually creating the paragraph, using either the comment tool or a color coding 
system, label your three strategies.  In the margins or underneath your paragraph, be sure to 
also explain HOW that device is effective in persuading your audience.  
 

★ Does technology create connection or isolation? 
★ Is art essential to life? 
★ Does our American educational system inspire or kill creativity? 


